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stant that the main body under general Howe is defeated, all the inferior
alarms throughout the continent, like so many shadows, will follow his
downfall.
The only way to finish a war with the least possible bloodshed, or
perhaps without any, is to collect an army, against the power of which
the enemy shall have no chance. By not doing this, we prolong the
war, and double both the calamities and expenses of it. What a rich and
happy country would America be, were she, by a vigorous exertion, to
reduce Howe as she has reduced Burgoyne. Her currency would rise to
millions beyond its present value. Every man would be rich, and every
man would have it in his power to be happy. And why not do these
things? What is there to hinder? America is her own mistress and can
do what she pleases.
If we had not at this time a man in the field, we could, nevertheless,
raise an army in a few weeks sufficient to overwhelm all the force which
general Howe at present commands. Vigor and determination will do
any thing and every thing. We began the war with this kind of spirit,
why not end it with the same? Here, gentlemen, is the enemy. Here is
the army. The interest, the happiness of all America, is centred in this
half ruined spot. Come and help us. Here are laurels, come and share
them. Here are tories, come and help us to expel them. Here are whigs
that will make you welcome, and enemies that dread your coming.
The worst of all policies is that of doing things by halves. Penny-wise
and pound-foolish, has been the ruin of thousands. The present spring,
if rightly improved, will free us from our troubles, and save us the ex-
pense of millions. We have now only one army to cope with. No oppor-
tunity can be fairer; no prospect more promising. I shall conclude this
paper with a few outlines of a plan, either for filling up the battalions
with expedition, or for raising an additional force, for any limited time,
on any sudden emergency.
That in which every man is interested, is every man's duty to support.
And any burden which falls equally on all men, and from which every
man is to receive an equal benefit, is consistent with the most perfe^
ideas of liberty. I would wish to revive something of that virtuous ambi-
tion which first called America into the field. Then every man was eager
to do his part, and perhaps the principal reason why we have in any
degree fallen therefrom, is because we did not set a right value by it at
first, but left it to blaze out of itself, instead of regulating and preserv-
ing it by just proportions of rest and service.
Suppose any state whose number of effective inhabitants was 80,000,